From John Paul II's 1990 World Day
of Peace message to the U.S. bishops’
2001 statement, Global Climate Change:
A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence and the
Common Good, Catholic leaders have
urged us to recover the ancient tradi-
tion of reverence for Creation. Just this
August while visiting an Italian dio-
cese, Pope Benedict addressed a priest’s
question about climate change:
Creation is groaning—we perceive
it, we almost hear it—and awaits
human beings who will preserve it
in accordance with God. The bru-
tal consumption of Creation begins
where God is not... [W]e [must]
find a new way of living, a disci-
pline of making sacrifices, a disci-
pline of the recognition of others
to whom creation belongs as much

s it belongs to us...a discipline of
sponsibility with regard to the
of others and to our own
 because it is a responsibil-
the eyes of the One who is
e and...Redeemer. ..
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works to ensure that Catholics
embrace Church teaching on envi-
ronmental justice. The work places a
priority on prudent action in the face
of uncertainty, promotion of the com-
mon good, and protection of people in
poverty.

In dioceses, parishes, schools and
especially religious communities, the
Catholic faithful are responding to
the climate crisis and environmen-
tal justice in inspirational ways. In
the Diocese of Stockton, California,
Bishop Blaire dedicates one Sunday in
October, Pro-Life Month, to the care of
Creation because “the environment is
the envelope that holds all life.” Texas
bishops also recently voiced concerns
about plans for several new coal power
plants because of toxins from the
smokestacks. They urged state offi-
cials to harness other energy sources
like wind and solar.

And 1 write this article from Pre-
sentation Retreat Center in the hills
above Los Gatos, California, where the
sisters have constructed an impressive
welcome center and dining hall with a
gold certification from the Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) green building rating system.

Building on these efforts, the Cath-
olic Coalition on Climate Change is
launching Catholics for Climate Justice:
The St. Francis Pledge to Protect Creation
and Poor People. This is an unprec-
edented outreach effort to every U.S.
parish, highlighting the impressive
array of activities already happening in
our faith community and encouraging
Catholics to renew our Covenant with
God to be care God’s wonder-
ful gift of life.

At the heart of the effo
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are encouraged to do five things:

* TO PRAY and reflect on the duty to
care for God’s creation and protect
people who are poor and vulnerable

* TO LEARN about and educate others
on the moral dimensions of climate
change

e TO ASSESS our participation—as
individuals and organizations—in
contributing to climate change

e TO ACT to change our choices and
behaviors contributing to climate
change

* TO ADVOCATE Catholic principles
and priorities in climate change dis-
cussions and decisions, especially as
they impact people who are poor and
vulnerable.

In this way, the Catholic community
will respond to the call of Pope Bene-
dict:

Before it is too late, [we must]
make courageous decisions that
reflect knowing how to re-create a
strong alliance between [human-
ity] and the earth.
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Executive Director of the
Catholic Coalition on
Climate Change (www.
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org). See pagel3 for more
information about the St.
Francis Pledge. To learn about U.S.
bishops’ actions on ecological justice
see www.usccb.org/sdwp/ejp/clim
backgrounders.shtml and www.u
orgsdwp/intematlona]/gltib%‘
shtml.







